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November 23, 2009

To: All MNACC Chapter Members:

Dear Colleagues, 

By now you have heard that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) has issued its ruling to impose new rates effective January 1, that will cut reimbursement for cardiology services from 10-45%. This will have a devastating impact on cardiology practices across the country. 

We are asking each of you once again to take the time to send letters to our Minnesota delegation asking that they seek a moratorium from CMS on instituting the new rates. The ACC has been vehement in its assertion that data CMS is using to set the new rates is absurdly inaccurate – it suggests the costs of cardiology services have decreased 10-45% in the past five years. More alarming, cardiology and oncology were hit hardest by the new suspect data and CMS made an 11th hour decision to allow oncology to use alternate data because it felt the data for oncology was not reliable. 

Attached are two letters – one to Reps. Kline, Bachmann, Paulsen and McCollum thanking them for supporting our cause and authoring letters to Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius seeking further review of the data. The second letter is to Minnesota’s Congressional delegation members who have not sent a message to CMS or Secretary Sebelius to date. 

Every letter counts. Please send these today as time is of the essence. 

Secondly, if you can help the cause with a donation to the ACC Political Action Committee (PAC), that would be greatly appreciated. PAC money is a door-opener. Cardiologists are out-spent by most other medical sub-specialties. 

Thank you for your support of the Minnesota Chapter. 

Sincerely,

Gary Hanovich, M.D., FACC, President, Minnesota Chapter, American College of Cardiology

Uma Valeti, M.D., FACC, President-Elect, Minnesota Chapter, American College of Cardiology

